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SHANE O'NEILL'S EXPEDITION AGAINST THE ANTRIM SCOTS, 156,' 



Towaeds the end of the fifteenth century, the royal authority in Scotland had succeeded, 
after a violent and protracted struggle, in abolishing virtually, though not in name, the rival 
authority known as the Lordship of the Isles. The closing catastrophe of the Island-Kingdom 
was the massacre of certain leading members of the family of Mac Donnell, in 1499, by their 
kinsman, James IV., of Scotland, assisted by the Mac Ceans of Ardnamurchan/ who, also, were 
connected by family ties with the victims. This fatal crisis in their affairs seems to have 
determined the Mac Donnells to seek a new home on tho Irish shore, which then offered a 
tempting field for their warlike propensities, and to which they had a plausible introduction 
through their family estate in the Glynna of Antrim b In addition to the influence they 

a The Mac Ceans, or Mao Ians, wero descendants of Eoin Castle of Mingnrrie, and to put keepers into it at the 

Earl's expense, with power to summon before him tho 
tenants of Ardnamurchan, to fix and collect the Earl's 
rents, and to punish refractory tenants. In 1644, the castle 
was taken by Allaster Mac Donnell, known as Colquitto, 
and wns afterwards besieged without success by the Marquis 
of Argyle." — Origins Parochiales Scotta^ vol. ii., pp. 19t>, 
197. 

b These estates came into the family of the Mac Donnells 
by the marriage of John of Islay, called also John Mor, with 
Margery Bisset, the daughter and heiress of John Bissett. 
The Bysets or Bissets were a great Anglo-Norman family 
which came originally to England with William the Con- 
queror, and removed thence into Scotland duringthe reign of 
William the Lion, They appear to have divided into two 
leading branches, the one settling in the north, the other 
in the south, of Scotland. The northern Bissets dwelt in 
the district of the Aird, Inverness, and possessed large 
estates in the parishes of Kilmorack and Rosemarkic. 
At the close of the twelfth century, the whole lands of the 
former were granted in fee to John Bysetk y of Lovat. For 
many years a controversy concerning church patronage 
raged between him and two successive bishops of Moray, 
and was finally settled by the intervention of Pope Alex- 
ander IV. In the year 1230, Sir John Bysett founded the 
priory of Beanly, in the parish of Kilmorack, for monks of 
the order of Vallis Caulium. The terms of the foundation 
were, that the monks should pray for the founder during 



(John), grandson of Angus Mot Mac Donnell. The rums 
of their castle of Mingarrie occupy a low rocky promou- 
tory on the southern coast of Ardnamurchan, in Argyle- 
shire. " In 1493, James IV., then in the highlands re- 
ceiving the submissiou of the vassals of the Lordship of 
the Isles, dated a charter at the Castle in Ardmurquhane. 
In 1499, Mingarrie was included in a grant by the same 
king to John M<Ean, of Ardnamurchan. In 1515, James V. 
paid tho sum of £33 6s. 8d. to Dowgall Campbell for 
expenses 'maid on marinaries quhilkis he had with him in 
the Gabriell for the supporting of Makkan's house quhen 
itwas first be segit he Schr Donald Ylis' (of the Isles). Two 
years afterwards, Sir Donald took the castle, and razed it 
to the ground. In 1519, James V. granted to Colin, Earl 
of Argyle, ' the Castle of Ardmurquhan,' with the lands. 
In 1550, Queen Mary, of Scotland, confirmed a grant of 
the castle and estates, made by Archibald, Earl of Argyle, 
to bis son-in-law, James Mac Donnell, of Dunnavecht; 
and in the same year confirmed it to the Earl himself, as 
resigned to James V. by Mariot M«Kane, daughter of John 
M c Kano, of Ardnamurchan. In 1589, the castle was be- 
sieged by Maclean of Dowart (Mull) and his men, assisted 
by one hundred Spanish soldiers from the Florida, one of 
the vessels of the great Armada which had been driven 
into the harbour of Tobermory. In 1G12, a commission 
was granted by Sir Archibald, Earl of Argyle, to Donald 
Campbell, of Barbreck-Lochow, ' to take and receive' the 
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might thus expect to possess, it must be remembered, that the Lords of the Isles, in their gene- 
rations, had formed matrimonial alliances with many of the leading families in the North of 
Ireland, and had thus prepared the way, in some measure, for the settlement of the Scots on the 
Antrim coast. During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the island-kings had intermarried, 
from time to time, with the great Ulster Houses of the O'Cahans of Dunseverick, the Bissets of the 
Glynns, the O'rTeills of Tyrone, the O'Donnells of Tyrconnel, and the Savages of the Ardes in 
Down. Alexander Carrach Mac Donnell, the only male of the family who had escaped when his 
father, brothers, and grandfather were treacherously slain, afterwards married Catherine Mac Cean, 
the daughter of his fierce enemy, of Ardnamurchan, and the union seems to havo terminated the 
feud which had long existed between these two families of the same race. The children of this 
marriage were eight sons, who followed their father's fortunes in Ireland, and four of whom, namely, 
James, Colla, Alexander, and Somhairle, or Sorley, became distinguished leaders of the Scots in 
Ireland. 

Although James IV. of Scotland had barbarously destroyed the nearest relatives of Alexander 
Carrach, James Y. became a firm friend and ally of this chieftain, especially when through him 
there was a hope of successful opposition to the English power in Ulster. The Scottish king en- 
couraged the emigration of the Scots into Ireland, believing that under the leadership of the 
Mac Donnells they would not cease to be his subjects, although removed beyond the limits of his 
kingdom. This anti-English policy was ably imitated by Alexander Carrach, and as ably carried out 
after his death, by his warlike sons. One of the original landing-places of the Scots, on their coming 

his life, receive his body when dead, and commemorate him latter place. The southern Byaets were forthwith banished 

by continual sacrifices and works of piety. See Origims from Scotland, having been previously compelled to take a 

ParocJiiales Scotiie, vol. ii., pp. 508, 514. vow to join the Crusade, and never return to their native 

Besides the estates in the Aird, Sir John Bysett was land. On this condition they were permitted to sell their 

Lord of Altyre in Moray, and of Redcastle and Ardmanoch estates and goods, but, instead of going to the Holy Land , 

in the Black Isle. He left three daughters, Mary, Cecilia, they came to the Antrim coast. Fordun concludes his 

and Elizabeth. From Mary were descended the Frazcrs of account of their expulsion and migration to the Glvnnes 

Lovat ; Cecilia married a Fenton ; and Elizabeth became thus : — u Quorum jtosteritas lliberniam inhabitant usque nunc." 

the wife of Sir Andrew de Bosco, having, as part of — See Sketch™ of Early Scotch History, by C. Innes. — On 

her dowry, the estate of Kilravock, on the river Nairn. coming (o the Antrim coast, Walter Byset and John Byset, 

The male line of the northern Bissets had thus failed his nephew, obtained grants of lands from the Earl of 

before the southern branch of the family had made them- Ulster. In 1279, the son and heir of John, now mentioned, 

selves infamous by the murder of Patrick, Earl of Athol, held the seven lordships of the Olynnes, in capite, from 

in 1242. Suspicion fell principally on William Byset, an Richard de Burgo, Earl of Ulster. — See Meeves's Eccl. 

officer in the Queen's household, and especially as he had Antiq., pp. 325, 888 ; Annals of Ireland, A.D. 1383, 1387, 

prevailed on the Queen to spend four days at his castle, on 1422, 1495, 1512 ; State Papers, vol. ii., pp. 7, 27. 

her journey south from Moray, at the very time when the c Theie was one daughter, Mary, married to Hector Mot 

murder at Haddington was perpetrated on the gallant Maclean, of Mull, 
young Earl of Athol, after a great tournament held at the 
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to the Antrim coast, was Marketon Bay (Mairgctown, from the river Mairge, which here empties 
itself into the sea); and, most probably, the first Antrim residence occupied by Alexander 
Carrach and his sons, was Baileeaidein, adjoining the bay, where there had existed a fortified 
position from time immemorial. The Scots, it is true, very rapidly spread themselves into other 
districts ; as they became more powerful, or less afraid of opposition, their reinforcements were 
often landed at Cushendun and Red Bay; but Ballycastle was known as one of their earliest 
settlements, and from it, as a base of operations, they carried the clan Donnell banner into almost 
every corner of Ulster. The first, and indeed, only place of sepulture adopted by the Mac 
Donnells on the Antrim coast, was the old abbey of Bun-na-Mairgo, in the immediate vicinity 
of Ballycastle, a fact which, of itself, would prove that they had selected this locality as their 
original position on the Irish shore. d 

They were soon able not only to establish their family claim to tho Glynns of Antrim, but also 
to annex the fertile and pleasant fields of the Route. Between the yeare 1533 and 1555, they had 
accomplished these objects, after a fierce struggle with tho Mac Quillans, and repeated conflicts 
with the English, the O'Cahans, and the O'Neills. On tho death of Alexander Carrach, his eldest 
son, James Mac Donnell, succeeded to the chieftainship of tho Scots in Ireland. This leader soon 
became as popular in Ulster as he was influential in Scotland. In 1545, he was elected Lord of 
the Isles by permission of the Scottish monarch. His marriage with Agnes Campbell, a daughter 
of Archibald, fourth earl of Argyle, gave him the possession of large estates in South Cantire, and 
soon afterwards, a magnificent grant of lands, including the whole of North Cantire, was conferred 
upon him by Mary, Queen of Scots, with remainder to his brothers Angus, Colla, Sorley, Alexander, 
and Donnell Gorm, in consideration of good services, done during the Queen's minority, in opposing 
the English, who are described in the deed as the ancient enemies of her kingdom. This grant 
includes and specifies by name, 294 mark-lands and 53 shilling-lands in North Cantire, 91 mark- 
lands and 1064 shilling-lands in Isla, 184 shilling-lands in Jura, besides several smaller allotments 
throughout Argyleshire and the Isles. In 1554, Neal Mac Neill, of Gigha, sold to James Mac 

(1 In the neighbourhood of Ballycastle, there lives an the last remnant of the Ballyeuchan property ; and the old 

humble peasant-farmer, named Peter M c G-ee, who holds title-deed io lands in Islay is now all that remains in this 

a deed of certain lands in Islay, which were granted to his poor man's cabin, to tell of the honours and possessions 

ancestor, Brian MliagaodJi, in the year 1408, by Donnell from which his family has fallen. The grant is written on 

MacDonnell, Lord of the Isles. This document was goat-akin, in the Irish language, and is still in tolerable 

brought to the Glynns of Antrim, by a descendant of Brian, preservation. It was probably given at Ardtornish Castle, 

named John Magee, who followed the fortunes of Sorley as several such charters were granted there by Donnell of 

Boy MacDonnell, was present at the battle of Aura, in the Isles, between the years 1390 and 1409. It was this 

Glenshesk, and afterwards obtained a grant of the lands of island-king who invaded Scotland at the head often thousand 

Ballyeuchan, near Fairhead. The present Peter M c Gee is men, and fought the famous battle of Harlaw, in 1411, 

lineally descended from the latter; his grandfather sold against his uncle, the Duke of Albany, then Regent. 
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Donnell and his wife Agnes Campbell, the right to various lands in that island, including the office 
of Tossach-doir or steward of all Cantire, from the Mull to Altasynnooht. In 1558, Mary and her 
first husband, Francis, renewed the original grant to James Mac Donnell, because of his title-deeds 
having been destroyed in time of war." This destruction was probably inflicted by the Earl of 
Essex, Lord Deputy of Ireland, who landed in the same year on the shores of Cantire, and burned 
three of Mac Donnells castles. On the 6th of October, Sussex wrote to Queen Elizabeth on board 
his ship, the Mary Willoughby, informing Her Majesty that he had sailed from Dublin on the 14th 
of September, and arrived in "Lovvgho Gylkeran in TCyntyre " on the 29th. " The same day," he 
continues, " I londed and burned eight rnyles of leyngth, and therewith James M c Conell's chief 
house, called Saudell, a fayre pyle and a stronge. The neixte dayo, I crossed over the lande, and 
burned twelve myles in leyngth on the other syde of the Lowghe, wherein were burned a fayre 
house of his called Mawher Imore, and a strong castell called Dunalvere " (Dunnaverty). 1 

These losses, however, were amply compensated by the generosity of the Scottish Queen, whose 
grants, from time to time, enabled James Mac Donnell to assume a princely state, almost equal to 
that enjoyed by former Lords of the Isles. In addition to his vast estates in Argyleshire and the 
Western Isles, this powerful chieftain was also acknowledged lord of the Route and Glynnes in 
Antrim. His popular qualifications as a military leader besides, had rendered him highly influential 
on the Irish and Scottish shores alike. In every plan formed by the English government for the 
management of Ireland about this time, the expulsion of the Scots from Ulster was invariably 
recommended as an indispensable measure to begin with. One such device, at least, was drawn up 
by Sir John Alen, Clerk to the Council in Ireland, and Master of the Rolls. The difficulty of deal- 
ing with the Scots presented itself very forcibly to the acute mind of that able statesman, and the 
more especially, as he well knew " the greate favour and love that of oulde tyme hathe bene betuene 

e Origiites Parochiahs Scotia;, pp. 5, 7, '259, 266, 270. a high wooded hank. Buildings have heen added to it, 

1 See The Calendar of State Papers, so ably edited by too evidently composed of materials withdrawn from the 

Hans C. Hamilton, Esq., p. 149. The present Campbolton neighbouring monastery, as the ornamental Iracery proves, 

stands at the upper end of Loch Kilkerran, and is locally The monastery is situated up the glen in the midst of an 

known as Cean-Ioeh-chitle- CJdaran, "the head of Loch extensive cemetery, in the sequestered recesses of a spa- 

Kilkenan " The castle of Saudell, rather Samhdail, " the cious grove of high ash and other trees, 
quiet or peaceful valley," stood at the entrance of the valley ' A lowly dell, a sad and shady ground.' 

of G-lensaudell, on the eastern coast of Cantire. This A torrent descending from the neighbouring mountains 

fortress once served as a stronghold for the Bishops of flows through it, augmenting by the hoarse murmurs of its 

Argyle. Magherimore House has entirely disappeared. cataracts the gloomy solemnity of the scene. Ofthemon* 

Traces of the castle of Dunnaverty are still visible on a astery, some walls, arches and door -ways alone remain, 

precipitous rock at the mouth of Coniglen, on the southern rough and destitute of architectural interest or beauty, 

coast of Cantire, opposite the island of Sanda. Some ancient monuments of Macdonalds are spread 

' L The old castle of Saddael is a fine square white tower, around." — Lord Teignmoutlt's Sketches of the Coasts and 

machicolated and corniced, standing on the beach beneath Mauds of Scotland, 183fi, vol. ii., p. 885. 
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the Quene's highenes' (Mary's) auncestors and the auncestors of Juraes M'Cbyuell, who is of the 
Mode roiall of Skotelande."" In the various grants to James Mae Donnell from the Scottish crown, 
he is always described as of Dunnavaig and Olonnis, the latter title being derived from his estates 
in the Glynns of Antrim, and the former from the ancient castle of Dunyveg, or rather Duu-Naoru- 
haig, in Isla. This fortress, one of the earliest residences of the Lords of the Isles, was situated on 
a vast peninsular rook at the southern side of Lagavoulin Bay. The ruins of Dun-Naomhaig, even 
at the present day, sufficiently indicate its formidable character and great dimensions. 
These ruins entirely cover the spacious cliff on which they stand, and consist of a strong tower of 
stone, together with the remains of several other stone buildings, all of which are protected on the 
land side by a very thick earthen mound. 

On the subjugation of the Koute, James Mac Donnell had committed the government or lord- 
ship of that territory to his brother Colla, one of his bravest assistants. After his death, which 
occurred in May, 1558, the seventh brother, Sorley Soy, was appointed in his stead. Soon after 
Sorley's appointment, a fierce war sprung up between the English and John O'Neill, better known 
as Shane an Diomais, or "of the ambition," son of Con O'Neill, first Earl of Tyrone. His father 
nominated a younger son, Matthew, by his second wife, to succeed to the family honours and estates ; 
but Shane slew his half-brother, imprisoned his father, aud had himself proclaimed The O'Neill, 
in other words, the chief of the Cinel-Eoghan, or Clan O'Neill, and Lord of Tir-Eoghan (Tyrone), the 
"country of the race of Eoghan." He represented that Matthew was not the son of theEarl of Tyrone at 
all, and if Shane's statements are to be admitted as even in part true, he had sustained a very 
serious wrong, to which, indeed, the meekest spirit in the most enlightened times would hardly be 
disposed to submit with patience. As the English Government espoused the old earl's quarrel, 
Shane was thus compelled to strike, not only in defence of his hereditary rights, but also, as he and 
his adherents believed, for the honour and independence of Ulster. In the war which ensued, 
both parties applied for aid to the Scots. The Lord Lieutenant, Sussex, induced Queen Elizabeth 
to write letters with her own hand, to the brothers James and Sorley Mac Donnell, in which she 
praised their fidelity on former occasions, and proposed liberal terms of alliance for the future. 
>Sussex also, at the same time, despatched an agent named Hutchinson into Scotland, with instruc- 
tions to solicit the Earl of Argyle's good offices with the Scots, and to carry Queen Elizabeth's 
proposals to James Mac Donnell, in Cantire. Hutchinson was afterwards to return by the North 
of Ireland, bringing, if possible, explicit instructions from James Mac Donnell to his brother Sorley 
in the Route ; and by this means, it was hoped that a powerful combination would be formed against 
O'Neill. He, on the other hand, was able to adduce arguments in favour of himself as being the 
former ally of the Scots, and of his cause, as being that of right against the usurpations of the English. 
The Mac Donnells had entered into certain terms with the latter, for mutual protection against 

K See Htimilton'K Calendar of Stale Papers, p. 158. 
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O'Neill, bat Sorley Boy soon found that ho was left to protect himself ; and, rather than risk 
occasional incursions into his territories, he agreed with Shane to certain conditions which pre- 
served peace for the time between them. It amounted in fact to this, that James Mac Donnell 
kept the English in temper, without affording them the least actual aid, whilst Sorley Boy 
played the same diplomatic game with O'Neill. The Scottish leaders wished to stand neutral, and 
they did so; but their neutrality disgusted the belligerent parties very deeply, and brought greater 
disaster's on the Clan Donnell than could have resulted, perhaps, from a different course of policy. 

In 1562, O'Neill unexpectedly submitted, and was received by Queen Elizabeth with very 
gracious but transparent condescension. The truce, inaugurated by profuse displays, on hoth 
Bides, of cordiality and good faith, was, in reality, a very hollow affair, and only intended to 
be kept so long as convenience, or perhaps, mere caprice, might dictate. Shane, by way 
of showing how very amenable he had become, made his submission in the most humiliating- 
form, and, on rising from his knees, instantly set about borrowing a sum of money from her 
Majesty. He next consulted her respecting various other little matters of a personal and 
even domestic nature, just as an amiable son or brother might be supposed to do. He besought 
her permission to attend on Lord Robert Dudley, with a view of learning to ride after the English 
fashion, to run at tilt, to hawk, shoot, and perform such other exercises as English gentlemen were 
accustomed to practise. All this must have been the merest hypocritical manoeuvre on Shane's 
part, for he hated every thing English, and had, not long previously, stabbed an unfortunate servant 
to the heart, on the steps at the entrance of his castle at Edenduffcarrick, because the latter bought 
biscuit at the shop of an English baker in the town of Antrim. 11 But although no change had 
really come over the spirit of his political dream, he even went the length of asking Elizabeth to 
provide him a suitable English wife; and it was the Queen, no doubt, who originally suggested to him 
the propriety of seeking an alliance with the Lady Frances Katcliflfe, sister to the Lord Deputy 
Sussex. On Shane's return to Ireland, Sussex and the Council met him at Dundalk to execute the 
indentures agreed upon in London, between himself and the Government. At that meeting, Shane bore 
himself very proudly; indeed, Sussex seems to have been taken by surprise at some of his princely 
eccentricities, but especially in reference to his negotiations for a wife. The Lord Deputy, when 
reporting the proceedings at Dundalk to the Queen, refers to this topic in a very practical 
style. He states that Shane's sixth demand was "whether I, your Majestie's Lieutenant, 
would promyse to gyve unto him my Bister in marriage? whereunto I answered that that matter 
was not contayned in the indenture; but after he had performed what to him belonged in the inden- 
ture, I would desire him and the rest of the nobilytie to my house at Ardbrakan, as before I had 

h Local tradition, which is countenanced, at least, if not stating that he had put his own servant to the torture, and 

confirmed, by Shane's known violence and brutality of cut off his ear, because the latter had failed to express his 

temper. On the Oth of June, 1561, we find him writing to (Shane's) mind fttily and clearly to the English functionary, 

tho Lord Justice, " Fx cemfinibw lie Tir Conaill" and — Hamilton's Calendar, p. 173. 

VOL IX. B 
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done, where he should see and speake with my sister, and if he liked her, and she liked him, they 
shoulde boothe have my good will, but I could not promyBe to gyve her agains her will." As in 
this proposal, however, Shane was acting the hypocrite himself, he began to fear that he might be 
met in the same spirit, and perhaps outwitted by the Queen and her deputy. At all events, it 
does not appear that he was in haste to pay his addresses to this lady, as we And Sussex 
writing soon afterwards to the Queen that ' ' woorde was sent to Shane owte of the Inglish Pale that 
my sister was brought over to trappe him, and that if he come to eny governer he shoulde never 
returne." Nearly two year3 subsequently, in January, 1564, Shane ventured another faint enquiry 
as to the Lady Prances, in connexion with " Melefants' for her dowry during her life," and with 
this, his negotiations for an English wife seem to have terminated. 

In the meantime, he began to grow quite weary of his inactive way of life. It is true, he had 
slightly varied this period of ennui by the slaying of his nephew, Brian O'Neill, the son of his 
half-brother, Matthew, whom he had previously murdored. Ho had also tortured his father-in-law, 
Calvagh O'Donnell (whom he seized in 1561), to such an extreme, that the daughter of the latter, 
Shane's wife, died insane, on witnessing the barbarous cruelty thus inflicted on her father.' But 
these occupations were Boon over, and did not long absorb his attention. He yearned for active 
employment, and pretended that he wished, above all things, to do some act which would evince 
his gratitude to Elizabeth for all her favours to him. Having probably expressed some such 
intention to Lord Robert Dudley, the latter cordially approved ; whereupon Shane forthwith wrote 
to the Lord Justice and council at Dublin, stating that as he could see no greater traitors or more 
dangerous rebels to the Queen's authority than the Scots, he was strongly inclined to inflict signal 
punishment upon them. But it is believed, and on good grounds, that he was thus craftily prepar- 
ing his own way for a renewal of the struggle with the Sassanagh. He found that the Scots 
had become impracticable as allies, that he could no longer dictate what particular policy they must 
uphold, and that their leader, James Mac Donnell, had become almost as powerful as himself, and 
much more popular, even in Dieter. Before engaging, then, in another war with the EngliBh, the 
" redshank" host must be disposed of, as encumbering, and occasionally threatening, his course of 
action. He well knew that the Scots were hated and feared by the English as much as by himself, 
and that his resolution of attacking them would be hailed with unaffected pleasure by Elizabeth. 

i The following is O'Donnell's own accouDt of the tortures perseveyed that I could nott be ondown (undone) after this 

endured by him on that occasion, as recorded in a letter maner, he thoght to tounnente me after an outher maner, 

addressed to the Queen, aud dated the 29th of October, to the inthenthe that he myght have all my jewelles, and 

1564 ; — " And so I was in pryson, and bounde bothe hande so he cawsyd the yron to be strayned upon my legeys, and 

and fowthe, and a grethe coler of yron sethe aboutt my neke, upon my handys so sore that the very blond dyde ryne 

and a grethe chayen of yron faste to the same coler and to down on everye syde of myne yrons, insomoutcho that I 

a pair of boltyes that was apon my legeys, so shorthe that dyd wyshe after dethe a towsanthe tyemes." — Sec Calendar 

X could nott stretche my legeys, nother rysse onpe ryght of Slate Fapers, edited by Hans C. Hamilton, page xxvii. 

by no menes nygbtt nother day; and when he (Shane) of Preface. 
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A leading and deeply cherished purpose of her Irish policy, as already stated, was the expulsion of 
the Scots from Ulster, a purpose of which she frequently reminded her servants in the Pale, and 
for the accomplishment of which, strenuous efforts, from time to time, had been employed. Although 
O'Neill, therefore, condescended to intimate his intention to the Council, he was well aware that 
he would have no opposition from that quarter. His letter to the Lord Justice and Council was 
written on the 18th of August, 1564, and four days after he received their reply, which conveyed 
their unqualified approval of his project. 

His mode of attack was ably arranged, and vigorously carried into execution. He knew that 
if the Scots were to be crushed, the work must be done by one deadly blow. This mode of war- 
fare has become quite popular in modern days, and is designated by the French phrase, coup de 
main. It is generally the conception of a single mind, and depends altogether for its success on the 
secrecy with which it is planned and carried out. The enemy must not have the slightest 
suspicion that there is anything particular contemplated, nor even the agents employed in its execu- 
tion, until the latter are brought face to face with their victims, and told to strike. Had Shane 
made known his plan, or even his fixed purpose, in the autumn of 1564, no Scots would 
have left Ulster, as was usual on the approach of winter, but, on the contrary, additional forces 
would have been sent in from Scotland, The Islesmen and Highlanders made it a general rule, if 
possible, to sow their own barren patches of soil with barley, before setting out, in the month of 
May, on their annual summer excursion to the Antrim shores. Sorley Boy had a simple but ex- 
peditious method of telegraphing for assistance. On an emergency, a warning fire was lighted on 
Tor- Head, in the Glynns, and on the first flame leaping up from the cliff, friends at the other 
side of the Channel were bound to grasp their weapons and man their gallies with all speed. O'Neill 
was well acquainted with these arrangements ; and he knew, also, that it was not only necessary 
that the Scots Bhould be permitted to leave Antrim at their accustomed time, without any suspicion 
of his design, but that his object should be mainly, if not entirely, accomplished before rein- 
forcements could be brought to aid Sorley Soy, in the spring. The winter passed without bringing 
any striking incidents, or warlike preparations of an unusual character, on the part of 
O'Neill. These were in active progress, however; and early in April, 1565, Shane had 
his plans matured, and his forces properly equipped to take the field. He resolved to assail the 
Scots in their strongest position, before James Mac Donnell could be summoned from Cantire to his 
brother's assistance. "With what result this movement was attended we now proceed to relate. 

The account preserved in the Annals of Ireland, by the Four Masters, is very brief, but, 
fortunately, records the name of the battle-field. The following is the entry under the year 1565, as 
translated by Dr. 0' Donovan : — "A great defeat was given by O'Neill (John, the son of Con, son of 
Con, son of Henry) to the sons of Mac Donnell of Scotland, namely, James, Angus, and Sorley. Angus 
was slain, and James wounded and taken prisoner, and he died of the virulence of his wounds, at 
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the end of the year. The death of this gentleman was generally bewailed ; he was a paragon of 
hospitality and prowess, a festive man of many troops, and a bountiful and munificent man. And 
his peer was not [to be found] at that time among the Clann Donnell in Ireland or in Scotland ; 
and his own people would not have deemed it too much to give his weight in gold for his ransom, 
if he eould have been ransomed. Many others not enumerated were slain in this defeat of Oleann- 
taisi." 

This brief notice of so important an event iB largely supplemented by several letters 
preserved among the Irish Correspondence, in the State Paper Office. One of these was written by 
O'Neill himself, the day of the battle, namely, on the second of May, 1565. The engagement 
commenced at five o'clock in the morning, and was decided before night. As soon as the prisoners 
were collected and safely lodged in Boile Caislein (Ballycastle), Shane, laying aside his bloody sword, 
took up his pen and wrote to the Lord Justice Arnold an account of his victory. We have obtained 
a full copy of his letter (never before published) from the State Paper Office. The following is a 
literal translation from the original Latin in which it was written : — 

" To the Honourable the Lord Chief Justice, 

"My humble respects premised, — It becomes my duty to inform your Lordship of my progress 
towards the North in the Queen's service, against the Scots, who are her Majesty's enemies and 
usurpers of her territory. In the first place, I took care to clear all the passes in the woods by 
which I could have access to Clann-aidh-boe (Clanaboy). I there rebuilt an old fort, and at that 
point the gentry of Clann-aidh-boe joined me with their followers. I proceeded thence towards 
the territories occupied by the Scots, and Somhairle Boy defended a certain pass, with the object of 
preventing my further progress. But by divine aid I gave them battle, in which many of his men 
were slain ; the remnant fled ; wo took large spoils on that day, and at night we occupied the camp 
from which Somhairle had been expelled. Thence we advanced, the following day, through 
their valleys and protected routes until we came to the castle of James Mac Donnell, called TJaim 
Aderig? which, with the town, we burned, and afterwards plundered all the adjoining district. On 
that night, James Mac Donnell, accompanied by his brothers and all their forces, arrived in Ireland. 
He entered the neighbouring harbour with a large fleet of galleys, and immediately afterwards, he 
and Somhairle united their Scottish and Irish forces, We advanced on the day following, without 
opposition, to the town of Somhairle, which is named Boile Caishlein k (Ballycastle), and remained 

J In other words, lie marched from Clough, through * Boile-Caislein was the principal position occupied by 

Grlenballyenion, at the extremity of which, on the site Sorley Boy, previously to his obtaining possession of 

now occupied by Cushindall, there were a town and castle Dnnluce. He rebuilt an old castle that had existed at the 

built by, and belonging to, the Scots. The castle at lied former place time immemorial, and his structure was known 

Bay had been rebuilt four years previously by James Mac in the State Papers as " Nywo [New] Castle." It is to be 

Donnell, on the foundations of an earlier structure erected observed, however, that whilst the English authorities so 

by the Eisscts. term it, O'Neill employs the old Irish name, Boile- Caislean. 
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there all night in camp, as thero was no time to attack them that evening. Early on the next 
morning, we advanced upon them drawn up in battle-array, and the fight was furiously maintained 
on both sides. But God, best and greatest, of his mere grace, and for the good fortune of Her 
Majesty the Queen, gave us the victory against them. James and his brother Somhairle were 
taken prisoners, and a third brother, Angus, surnamed the ' Proud,' and John Roe, 1 were slain, 
together with two Scottish chiefs, namely, the son of Mac Lcod, and the son of the lord of Carrick- 
Nasgrithe. A young chieftain of Isla was slain also, whose father was brother to James afore- 
said. The sons of Alexander Carrach (James's brothers), and the son of Alexander Gattta, besides 
many of the Scottish Nobility were captured, and great numbers of their men killed, amounting in 
all to six or seven hundred. Few escaped who were not taken or slain. Glory be to God, such was 
the result of these my services undertaken for Her Majesty in the Northern parts. Nor here alone, 
but everywhere throughout Ireland, where my aid may be required, I am ready and prepared to 
make sacrifices for her Grace. Humbly requesting your Lordship to inform Her Majesty of all 
these affairs, I now bid you farewell.— From the town of Somhairle called Boile Caislein, 2nd 

May, 1565. Her Majesty's faithful servant and your obedient. 

"Byrne, SonofONELL." 

The following letter, also published for the first time, was written in the month of June, 1565, 
by Gerot (Gerald) Flemynge, and contains a much more detailed and interesting account of Shane's 
movements during this celebrated expedition : — 

" To the Right "Worshipfull Sir Thomas Cusake, Knight, — 

" After most hearty comendaeions, and have bene comanded by my L. O'Neill to write to yor 
Worshipp all his doings and proceedings in this his last journey uppon the Skotts, which I here write 
unto you in such sorte that yo r Worshipp may descerne every dais wourck by hitself. He kept his 
Easter at Fedan [the Feveagh,Co. Armagh], whence he tooke his jorney the Tuisday in the saide Ester 
wyck towards the Skotts, which day he rode xvi mile, and campid that night at Dromemoer [Dro- 
more]. The next morning he cutt all the Passes or "Woods that lay in his way from thence (callid 
Kyllwarline of the M c Cuilins and Kylultagh of Claneboye which were xii mile long), that x men 
may go in a ranck, till he came within Claneboye a mile beyond the Pase, and campid that night at 

Sorley Boy's son, Randall, the first Earl of Antrim, built younger brother of Shane O'Neill. (Hamilton's Calendar, 

another and larger castle on the same site, in the year 1628, p. 215.) This lady was sister to Hugh O'Neill, after, 

the last gable of which disappeared in 1853. It stood a wards known as the great Earl of Tyrone, because of 

little eastward of the church in Ballycastle ; and was his long and formidable rebellion against the English, 

removed by order of the Court of Chancery, from a fear John Itoc was not killed on the battle-field at Gleann- 

that its fall might sooner or later occasion loss of life. taisi ; he made his escape into Glenshesk, but was 

1 John Roe Mac Donnell was a distinguished captain of overtaken and slain at a place which is named to this 

the Scottish army, and probably a first cousin to James. day Slaught-Eoin-Ruaidh, or " Slaughter of Red John." 
He married a daughter of the Baron of Dungannon, 
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Monynimrock ; the morrow after being Thursday, he rood toward Gallantry™ a mile from Edendu- 
karig [now Shane's Castle] where he campid that night, in which place he buylded and renywied 
an old Fort, within which there was the situaeon of an house, about buylding whereof he was 
Friday, Saturday, and till Sonday at noone, and from thenco (having left sertaino of his men in the 
saide Forte) he removid towards Cloghdonaghy " in the Boott, and entering into a Base callid 
Knoekboy [still so called] of a quarter of a mile long, the Skotts being redy before him unwares 
sett uppon him, where he killed of them to the number of xx, and the reste were faino to take the 
Boggs and Woods, and tooke their prais that afternoone. But that night he campid at Cloghdonaghy 
aforesaid. In the'morning after being Monday he departed thence toward Owderick [the TTaimh- 
Aderig of O'Neill's letter] in the Gulines [Mac Quillin's] contrey, to James M'Conill is one [own] 
towne, which towne he won that same day. This day landid James himself with all his company in 
Ireland, after that O'Neill won the towne and saw that it stood in suche a place that it was out of 
his rech. to helpe them of his men unto whome he thought to comitt the kyping thereof, of his one 
[own] men he brack it to the grounde rather than the Skotts should againe enjoy the same; he campid 
that night in the said towne, and on the morrowe being May day he removid thence to a place 
callid Nyw Castell [Baile Caislein] in the Boot, Sanhirly Boy is towne, where that night he campid 
having his enymies withen a mile in sight camping before him. ° On the morrowe after when 
he exhortid his men to be true to their prince, and of a good couradge, showing them what praise 
shoulde followe unto them if they overcame their enymies, and what service to their prince it 
should be, he gave toward the enymies and mett with them about v. of the clock in the morning, 
to whom he gave the overthrowe, and tooke of their baners and ancients xiii. tooke James M'Conill 
himself, being veray sore woundid ; his brother Sanhirly boy, M°Lode is son his brother-in-lawe, 
and xix other Gents prisoners, and killid of the Skotts at that present tyme to the number of vii. 
hondreth that they can make a compt of. After which conflict O'Neill camped that night at Nyw 
Castell foresaid, wher the said James M c Conell being prisoner offrid O'NeiU all all fsiej the goods, 
eattells, creatts, stoods and lands that he had in Ireland and Skotland and to sett himself at liberty, 

m On an old Rental of the Shane's Castle estates, this ° The circumstance here mentioned proves that the 

name is written " Gallanagh als Glanellagh." battle took place in the glen between Ballycastle and 

n Now Clough, County of Antrim. The parish is cblled Armoy, the Scots haying retreated before O'Neill, and 
Dunaghy, or more correctly, I>un-Eochaidh, from an taken up a position about a mile distant from the first- 
earthen fort which stood near the village of Clough, and mentioned town on the Coleraine side. Had they awaited 
which Dr. O'Donovan supposes to be the Ihm-EacTidack the attack of O'Neill at any point in G-lenshesk, (as is gen- 
mentioned in the twenty-ninth verse of the Circuit of erally supposed,) the battle must have been fought on the 
Muircheartach. In the grant to the Antrim family Clough preceding evening, since the Scots would have thus occu- 
is called Chgh-Maghera-Domrgliie. The remains of an old pied Shane's direct line of march on Boile-Caislein. He 
castle, from which the Mac Donnells expelled the Mac met no interruption however, and encamped on the night 
Quillins, are still standing at a little distance northward of the 1st of May, at Boile-Caislein, the Scots being still 
from the village. in front. 
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affirming by othe that he would never seeke to reveng the same, whoso answer was that the service 
he went about was not his but the princes, and that it lay not in himself to do nothing but accord- 
ing to her direction. In the morning after he removid thence and came to Downesterick p and 
Dowenelisse (Dunluce), in the Rott being v. mile assonder which were Sanhirly boy is chiefe oastells 
and the chiefe defence and holt of all those parties, of the which he wan the same day Downsterick, 
wherein he lefte sertaine of his men to deffend it agaynst the enymie. But the other he could not 
wyn in the space of thry days after till at laste partely through fear of Sanhirly Boy is dethe who 
was kept without meat or drinck to the end the castell might be the rather yelded, and partely for 
saulfgard of their owne liffis seing the manifold and cruell skcrmishis and assaults on every, (sic) 
the ward were faine to yeld the castell in to his hands, which also he comitted to the saulf kyping 
of such of his men as were most hablo to defend the same, and mooste tryue to him, and having 
thus won the said castells, kyllid and banyBhid all the Skotts out of the North, he retornid back 
againe to the first fort callid Gallantry in Claneboye, whence he sent James M°Conill being sore 
woundid and other of the prisoners to castell Corck,' 1 a towne of his one in Tyron, and kept 
Sanhirly boy with himself. The night after this conflict, James M°Conill is brother Alexander 
tooke shiping in Skotland with ix hondreth men and thinking to com help his brother landed at a 
place called Baghline an iland in the sea within ii mile of Ireland. But when he had wourd of his 
brother is miscarieng, retornid back againe. These my L. and M' is doings I have writine to your 
wourshipp in every thing as he comanndid me, adding neither diminishing nothing, but 
according to his one wourds and doings who mad me swer before your Wourshipp is servant, 
that I should advertise you nothing but truthe nor write nothing in this letter but that he 
comanndid me. And after this letter redd and declarid unto him self, understanding the same to 
be to his one mynd in everything and according to his comanndment, his 1. comanndid me to be 
the berer meself to yo r Wourshipp of the same with your man to veryfye and affirme by booke othe 
before you all the contents of this letter to be true, which I have don accordingly 

" By my [me] GEROT FLEMYNGE." ' 

v Doionesterieh, probably Deffrick.near the present town of property was granted to Sir Hen. Piers, who in turn dis- 

Dervock. In an old rental of the Antrim estates this name posed of it to Sir Arthur Chichester. See Seward's Topo- 

is written Castlenderich. Small portions of the ruins still graphia Hibernica, 4to, 1735. 

remain. The mound on which the castle stood, when r Gerald Fleming was descended from Eichard le 

entire, is about ninety feet in diameter. There was a deep Fleming, to whom Sir Hugh de Lacy granted the lands of 

well in the centre, and a vast cave which stretched under Slane and Newcastle, in the lordship of Meath, about the 

the outer wall of the castle all around. year 1176. From this date until 1728, twenty-two barons 

i Generally written Corock, at least in more modern times. eDjoyed the family property, and generally took a pronai- 

This castle and town stood in Upper Badoney, near nent place among the Irish nobility. "William, nineteenth 

Strabane. The castle, we believe, has entirely disappeared ; Lord Slane, married Lady Anne Mac Donnell, daughter of 

but the ruins of a monastery, built in the fifteenth century, Randall, first Earl of Antrim. The last Lord Slane was 

for Franciscan friars, still exifet. At the suppression, this Christopher Fleming, who sat in James II. 's notorious par- 
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Gleanntaisi, the scene of this celebrated and decisive battle, was the lowest or most northern of" 
the Antrim Glens, situated in the parish of Ramoan, and extending along the western base of 
Knoeldayde, from Ballycastlo to Arnioy. In former days this glen was the direct route between 
Rathmugia, the chief town of Dalriada, and the coast. Judging from certain remains, of a very 
striking character, which occur at intervals, along its whole length, we are disposed to conclude 
that, at some remote period, it must have been the scone of important events. It still contains 
magnificent remnants of the earthen dun, the stone fort, the monumental pillar, and the sepulchral 
mound ; whilst at the upper end, near the present village of Armoy, stands a portion of one of those 
"Round Towers of other days" which still preserve the mystery of their origin in despite 
of able and learned efforts put forth, from time to time, to reveal it. A troop of anti- 
quaries once surrounded this particular Tower, and dug into its foundations; but only found, 
for their reward, one solitary human skull, with a portion of the neck-bone attached." About a mile 
above the town of Ballycastle, the vale becomes charmingly picturesque, exhibiting that varied 
beauty of landscape which one might almost venture to affirm is peculiar to the Antrim Glens. 
" Spurs" stretch out from the base of the mountain, clothed with natural forest. The stream in 
the centre of the glen moves noiselessly on, now winding around wooded heights, and anon conceal- 
ing itself among long stretches of meadow-land. The lover of nature gazes on this quiet stream 
and its surrounding scenery with unfeigned delight. The overhanging slopes are covered with 
well cultivated fields, which seem to have been fashioned by time and chance, rather than by the 
direct agency of human hands, into every imaginable variety of shape. The homesteads to which 
these fields belong are in perfect keeping, old fashioned, badly planned, if you will, but yet possessing 
an air of decent comfort and even dignity, which your modern well-built farm-houses frequently 
fail to inspire. From the porches of many of these quiet habitations the view is wonderfully grand 
and impressive, taking in, as it does, not only the attractive features of the coast immediately below, 
but the island of Rathlin, the promontory of Fairhead, the whole expanse of the Channel, and, in 
clear weather, the opposite shores of Scotland, together with the outlines of the principal 
Hebridean Isles. 

Strange enough, however, this beautiful vale has no general name by which it is known in 
modern times. The other Glens of Antrim have their well-known and distinctive titles, whilst 
this one, whoso natural beauty and historical associations are so attractive, cannot be spoken of by 
any name with which the people of the present time are familiar. Every one has heard of Glenarm, 

liaraent of 1687, and otherwise bore himself as an active Lord Dunsany and the Bryans, of Jenkinstown, County 

partisan of that king. For this be was outlawed and KUkenny. 

deprived of his estates. He afterwards obtained a pen- « See the late Edmund Getty's Account of the Bound 

sion of £500 per annum, and died in 1728. The repre- Towers, in preceding volumes of this Jourmtl. 
sentatives of the Slane family at the present time are 
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Ulenariff, Glcndun, and Glenshesk.' They are generally, if not always, named after the streams 
that flow through them to the sea ; and, proceeding on this principle of nomenclature, our northern 
glen must be called Glentow, from the river Tow which runs down it and enters the sea near the 
bridge at Bun-na-Mairge. Glentow would he evidently the Anglicised form of Gleanntaisi," an inter- 
pretation which is strengthened, or rather indeed established, by the fact (mentioned in the State 
Papers already quoted) that O'Neill encamped in liuih Caitlem (Ballycastlc) on the night before, 
and also on the night subsequent to the battle. 

The above letters sufficiently corroborate the principal statements in the brief narrative of the 
Four Masters, presenting, at the same time, certain additional and very interesting details, in 
connexion with O'Neill's campaign against the Scots. The success of that movement evidently 
resulted from the despatch with which it was couductcd. The Mac Donmlls were undoubtedly 
taken by surprise, as James was compelled to leave Can tire before having had time to collect sufficient 
forces for the emergency. He had made arrangements, however, for the coming of additional 
troops ; and had O'Neill been but one day later in reaching Ballycastlc, nine hundred men, under 
the command of Alexander Mac Donnell (the second brother, who was steward of Cantire), would 
have swelled the Scottish host, and most probably changed tho fortunes of the day. This auxiliary 
force had got the length of Itathlin, and would have landed at Ballycastle, on the night of the 
2nd of May, had its leader not heard that all was already lo=t. What a disastrous night was that 
for tho proud, and hitherto prosperous Lord of the Isles ! Sorely wounded and utterly helpless in 
the hands of his merciless captor, he could yet behold the shores of his own Cantire which he was 
never to visit again. During the course of that night in Ballycastle, he is reported, in Fleming's 
letter, to have made certain proposals to O'Neill for his ransom, which, if truly stated, prove that he 
regarded his own case as all but, if not absolutely, hopeless. When these offers were declined, on 
what Mac Donnell knew to he the flimsiest pretence, tho brave Scot doubtless made up his mind that 
there was to be no release for him until death should set him free. Tho Four Masters affirm that 
his own people would gladly have given his weight in gold for his ransom, if he could have been 
ransomed — a form of expression which shows at once how much he was beloved, and how decidedly 
O'Neill was bent upon his destruction. Other and more powerful influences were brought 
to bear upon Shane with the view of obtaining James Mae Donnell's release, but in vain. The 
Earl of Argyle wrote expressely upon this subject to O'Neill, in the name of the leading 
magnates in Argyleshire and tho Isles, and by tho command of Mary, Queen of Scots. To 
this important letter, Shane appears to have returned an evasive answer, leading the Scottish Queen 

' Besides those above mentioned, there are Glencloy, *P oken of ^ the "Aabitanfa ° f ih « Antrim coaat as bein 3 

Glencorp, Glcnaan, and Glonbitllvcmon, in all eight Glens, ! . . „ ,. , „ .. ., 

. . ....... 1, , , , " 0'1'lalicrty (preface to the Ogygm Vindicated) writes the 

bearing distinct local names. There must nave been a ,-,, , . .... ... . ,1. v « „i *«.„ 

" name Gkaxntaowe, which shows that, at the beginning of the 

matt at. one period, since any prevailing rumor is still cighteenth <, e nlury, it had assumed nearly its present form. 

VOI IX. s 
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to believe that Mac Donnell was, or -would soon be set free," but continuing to hold his prisoner 
fast notwithstanding. Iu referring to this letter from Scotland, Shane afterwards, when writing to 
Elizabeth, informed her that his reply was to the effect that he could not venture to release 
the Scots, until his own Queen's mind (meaning Elizabeth's) was made known on the subject." He 
was not long kept in suspense regarding this matter, for, on the twenty-second of June, the Privy 
Council forwarded instructions to Lord Justice Arnold, requiring him to take moans, without delay, 
for the recovery of James and Sorley Boy Mac Donnell from their captivity. 1 Elizabeth was 
anxious to have them in her own power, but was too politic to wish for their destruction, so long, 
at least, as Shane himself required to be kept in check. "We know not whether Arnold made any 
effort to carry out his instructions in this affair, but O'Neill certainly never entertained the most 
distant idea of permitting James Mac Donnell to leave his dungeon alive. He regarded him in the 
light of a great rival in Ulster, who was to be feared in proportion to his popularity, and 
who could never be cajoled, or compelled to adopt Shane's policy, or to assist in carrying out his 
plans for the extirpation of the English. But while these various negotiations were going on for 
his liberation, the Scottish chieftain died at Castle-Corck, in Tyrone, most probably of neglect, or 
positive cruelty, inflicted upon him in his dungeon. There is no direct evidence, so far as we 
know, to this effect, but the Soots afterwards charged O'Neill with being the murderer 
of their chief; and, if wo may infer anything from Shane's general character, or from 
the manner in which 0' Donnell, a former rival and captive, had been treated, there is 
certainly strong reason to suspect that the last days of the Lord of the Isles were bitter indeed. At 
all events, Shane announced his death to the Privy Council in a letter dated 25th August/ but 
probably the event had occurred several days previously. James Mac Donnell's fate was de- 
plored not only by his own people in Antrim and Argyle, but by the Irish and Scotch nations 
generally. It was no faint praise accorded to his character and position by the Four Masters, when 
they described him as "a paragon of hospitality and prowess, a festive man of many troops, a bountiful 
and munificent man." We are not surprised to be told by the same authority that he had no peer 
or equal throughout the whole Clann Donnell, — a tribute which implies even more than is expressed, 
and was rarely, if ever, accorded even to Irish contemporary chieftains. 2 'With his fall came a 

T This reply was sent to the Scottish Court by the noto- Carrickfergus, in the year 1556. In Ms Memoir of his 

rious Terence Danyell, Dean of Armagh, who was a kinsman government of Ireland, published in this Journal, he refers 

of the Donnilaughs, O'Neill's foster-brothers. to thi3 imaginary feat as follows : — " In the first jorney 

w See Hamilton's Calctidar of State Papers, p. 268. which the Earl of Sussex made, which wis a great, and a 

* Ibid, p. 263. Arnold was desired to send a special long, and an honourable one, against James Mac Connell, 
man to O'Neill to treat with him for the recovery of the a mightie Captain of Scotts, whom the Earl of Sussex, after 
two Scottish leaders. a great feight made with him, defeyted and chased him, 

* Hamilton's Calendar, p. 270. with slaughter of a great number of his best men ; I there 
L Sir Hen. Sidney lived and died under the impression fought and killed him with my own hand, who thought to 

that he had slain James Mac Donnell with his own band, at have overmatched me. Some more blood I drew, though 
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disastrous eclipse in the affairs of the Ulster Soots, which only the genius and courage of Sorley Boy 
were afterwards equal to remove. Not only had they lost their castles and fortified positions, 
but such of their leaders as had not fallen were immured in O'Neill's dungeons, or compelled to seek 
safety in flight. These results arc announced by Shano in the letter that speaks of Mao Donnell's 
death. The seven hundred Scots mentioned in his first letter as the amount of slain, afterwards 
increased to the number of eight hundred, and the whole account is wound up by the statement, 
which he knew would be so welcome in England, that all the Soots were expelled from the Ulster 
coasts, and their towns and castles placed in the Queen's possession. 

Such was the immediate result of the battle of Gleanntaisi. It was soon followed by others 
equally fatal to O'Neill himself, and as evidently arising from that memorable conflict. The Scots 
had been defeated but not crushed. In the lull that ensued, the Mac Donnells recruited their 
strength, and eagerly waited their opportunity. They had not long to wait. Their mortal enemy, 
Shane, believing himself now free from their rivalry, began forthwith to prepare for a renewal of 
the struggle with the English. The spring of 1566 saw him in princely state and full rebel trim 
once more. He was now especially unfortunate in having for a companion the wife of O'Donnell, 
who had connived at the capture and subsequent cruel treatment of her lawful husband, and whose 
evil counsels probably hastened the ruin of her paramour. This woman's maiden name was Mao 
Lean, whilst she dwelt in her native Hebrides among her own people. She became the second wife 
of the fourth Earl of Argyle, and afterwards, the second wife of Calvagh O'Donnell, retaining the 
title of Countess Dowager of Argyle.* Her connexion with the clans of Mac Lean and Campbell 
I cannot bragg that I lost any." As this was written in of the Clan Maclean, errs in supposing that O'DonneU's 
1582-3, it is not easy to imagine how it happened that Sir wife, who thus deserted her husband, was Julia, the third 
Henry could have cherished the preposterous delusion for daughter of Hector Mar. All dispute on this poin.t has been 
such a length of time. He may have killed some Scot set at rest since the publication of the Calendar of State 
named James Mae Donnell, bnt he was egregiously mis- Papers, edited by Hans C. Hamilton, Esq. Throughout 
taken in supposing that he had slain the great captain of these papers the lady is known as Countess of Argyle, (pp. 
the Clandonnell. 159, 170, 172, 217, 237,) and it was Catherine, the fifth 

a The Macleans or Mac GillaEoins were descended from daughter, who became, as already stated, the second wife 
Ferchar Abradhruaidh, and through him from Loarn, the of Argyle. Her grandfather was the infamous Lacldan 
first king of the Dalriadic Scots in North Britain. — (Life Cattanach Maclean, who succeeded to the headship of the 
of St. Columba, edited by Dr. Reeves, p. 438.) Catherine clan in 1513, and who attempted the murder of his wife, 
Maclean, who thus became so unfortunately notorious in the Lady Elizabeth Campbell, by exposing her on a solitary 
Ulster, was a member of the house of Douart, the leading rock in the sea, (only visible at low-tide,) about two miles 
family of the clan. She was the fifth daughter of Hector eastward from Douart Castle- This event has been made 
Mor Maclean. Her mother was Mary, daughter of Alex- the subject of Miss Baillie's Family Legend, and Campbell's 
ander Carrach. Mac Donnell, known in Scotland as Alex- Poem entitled Glenara. The castle and lands of the Mac 
ander Mac Ian-Cathanaich Mac Donnell, of Isla and the Leans, of Mull, were granted originally, in the year 1390, 
Glynnes. She was therefore niece to James, Sorley Boy, to Lachlan Macgilleon (Mac Lean), by Donald, Lord of the 
and the other sons of Alexander Carach. The " Seneachie," Isles. Hector Mor came into possession of the property, 
who has compiled An Historical and Genealogical Account in the year 1527, by a direct grant from James V., of 
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enabled her to obtain, when necessary, large numbers of Scottish mercenaries ; and, on coming to 
Donegal after her second marriage, she was accompanied by no fewer than 2000 of her countrymen, 
of whom Shane O'Neill instantly engaged 1500, for service against the English. She was 
regarded as a resolute and highly cultivated woman, who approved of O'Neill's rebellious courses, 
and was able to influence and assist him therein. At the time of Shane's treacherous capture of 
her husband, Fitzwilliam wroto to inform Cecil of tho affair, adding that it was generally believed 
the outrage had been committed with her consent. In the same letter, tho writer stated that "she 
is counted very sober, wysc, and no lesse sotell, beying not unlernyd in the Latyn tong, speekyth 
good French, and as is sayd, sotn lytell Italyone." The articles of peace which had been agreed to 
between the Queen and O'Neill in 1563, bound tho latter to abide by the arbitration of tho Earls 
of Ormond, Kildare, Thomond, and Clanrickard, as to whether Calvagh O'Donnell and his wife 
were held as lawful prisoners. The decision was in the negative, and thus secured the release of 
tho Tirconnell chieftain, hut his lady chose to remain with O'Neill, after her husband's 
departure. For a time, it was believed by her Scottish kinsfolk that she was detained against her 
consent, and the Deputy Sussex, in referring to the affair, when writing to the Queen, stated that 
" Thrc of the Mac Illanes, kyusmon to the counties of Orgyle," had proffered great services to 
O'Neill for her release ; but a little time showed that their proffered services were not wanted by 
tho lady. She continued to live with Shane to his last moment, and must have exercised a disas- 
trous influence in his councils. 

Con O'Donnell, tho son of Calvagh (by his first wife), and brother of Mary, burned to avenge 
the fate of his murdered sister, and the cruel indignities perpetrated against his father. Ho is 
described by Sussex as wise, valiant, civil, true, and " the lykliest plante in Ulster to graffe a good 
subject on." Con instantly declared for the English and against O'Neill, on the rebellion of the 
latter, in 1566, and the combination was such as that audacious tyrant, single-handed, was unable 
to resist. In his extremity he turned for help to the Scots. Sorley Boy was still his prisoner, and 
permitted to live only that he might be used, when necessary, as a means of restoring amicable 
relations with his people. "When O'Neill determined to renew the contest with the English, there 
is reason to believe that he admitted Sorley Boy into his confidence, and that the latter readily and 
naturally availed himself of his captor's difficulties to effect his own deliverance. Alexander Mac 
Donnell had arrived, according to an arrangement with Sir Henry Sydney, to take part in tho struggle 
against O'Neill, and with him the latter determined to open a negotiation through Sorley Boy. 
Keckless as Shano notoriously was in all his ways, it is astounding that he could so far delude 

Scotland. The castle of Dowart or Doitart, stood at the together with some more modern buildings, forming, with 

extremity of a long headland on tho Sound of Mull. The the tower and a high wall on the south, a quadrangle of 

ruins of this once powerful fortress consist at present of a about a hundred and twenty feet by eighty. Fordun and 

large quadrangular tower, said to be of Banish origin, with other chroniclers name the place Dtmdoward. — See Origihes 

walls varying from twelve to fourteen feet in thickness, PamcMahs Scotia, vol. ii., p. 813. 
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himself as to suppose that the Scots had forgotten the catastrophe of Gleanntaisi, or that they 
were prepared to renounce the advantageous offer of an English alliance, from the mere motive of 
assisting to preserve him who had been their most ruthless destroyer. No wonder that the Irish 
Annalists speak of his infatuation, in thus commiting himself to the Scots, as " an omen of the 
destruction of life, and the cause of his death." We are strongly of opinion that Sorley Boy con- 
cocted the whole plot for his destruction, and brought it at last to the consummation so ardently 
wished for by the Mae Donnells. Other parties at the time, (among them, Sir Henry Sydney and 
Captain William Piers,) b claimed the credit of finally disposing of O'Neill, and by turns had their 
claims allowed. After a careful review, however, of all the circumstances known in connexion 
with his death, we are very much disposed to trace that event mainly to the agency of Sorley Boy. 
There must have been an understanding between him and his brother, Alexander Mac Donnell, else 
it is not at all probable that the latter would have listened to any proposals whatever from O'Neill, 
under the circumstances. On the contrary, Alexander had declared war to the knife against O'Neill, 
and one of his first acts, on coming into Ulster, was to invade Clanneboy, a territory owned by one 
of Shane's steadiest allies. When returning into the Glynns, with a vast prey, consisting of twelve 
hundred kine, besides many sheep, swine, and horses, Alexander halted at Carriekfergus for a 
day and night, and distinctly announced to the governor that ho had come to serve the Queen, 
against O'Neill. 

"With these views, and under the circumstances now mentioned, Alexander Mac Donnell 
received an invitation from O'Neill to meet him, on friendly terms, for the purpose of forming a 
permanent alliance against the Sassanagh, their common enemy ; and, as this invitation was for- 
warded, and, no doubt, explained as to its true import by Sorley Boy, it was very gladly accepted 
by the Scots. The place appointed for this meeting was in the territory of the Glynns, at a short 
distance from the present village of Cushendun." Thither went O'Neill, accompanied by the 
Countess of Argyle, his secretary, Sorley Boy, and a small troop consisting only of fifty horsemen. 
A sumptuous banquet was prepared to inaugurate the re-union of the O'Neills and Mac Donnells, and 
for the space of two days unanimity prevailed at the board. Suddenly, one of the Mac Donnells, 
Gillaspick by name, turning to O'Neill's secretary, charged him with originating the report respec- 
ting a marriage, said to be in contemplation between O'Neill and James Mac Donnell's widow — a 

b Piers was a Yorkshire man. He was said to have esta- 1577 the former was Mayor of Carriekfergus. M°Skimmin 

bhshed a claim to Queen Elizabeth's consideration by states that descendants of this family still reside in the 

saving her, on one occasion, from the resentment of her neighbourhood of Lisburn. 

sister, Mary. He came to Ireland about the year 1550, c On the hill overlooking Cushindun Bay there are still 

and obtained liberal grants of land from tho crown. In traces of the building in which this memorable meeting 

1568 he became Governor of Carriekfergus, having been took place. In Nordcn's map prefixed to the State Papers, 

previously Constable of the Castle. He died at Carrick- vol. ii., the townland is called Balle Teraine (now Bally, 

fergus, in 1603, leaving two sons, Henry and William. In tcerim), and it is added, " Here Shane O'Neate, was slayne." 
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report which the Soots affected to regard as a scandalous libel on the lady of their late lamented chief. 
The secretary/ instead of attempting to avert the kindling wrath by a soft answer, began to taunt 
the Mac Donnells as not worthy of the honour they seemed so anxious to repudiate. He reminded 
them that O'Neill was hereditary Prince of Ulster, and by ancient lineage, as well as exalted position, 
entitled to match with their Queen, Mary of Scotland. At this point in the dispute, O'Neill him- 
self stood prominently forward, and, doubtless, told them his mind pretty plainly on the subject 
which had so roused their indignation. It is not improbable that he may have oven acoompanied 
his words by a blow, aimed at the audacious Gillaspick. Where now was Sorley Boy, or how did 
he act ? He certainly did not interpose for the re-establishment of peace. Had he made the slightest 
movement for this purpose, his kinsmen would have instantly hold back, for with them Sorley's 
authority was paramount. On the contrary, it was probably some significant look or word from 
him that finally sealed Shane's fate, and brought upon him, in quick succession, the blows of the 
Scottish " slaughter-knives." O'Neill was literally hewn to pieces, and his mutilated remains 
flung into a pit near the place of his assassination. Thus perished one of the bravest and most 
powerful of the Hy-Niall Princes. Like others, placed in a similar prominent position, his 
character and actions have been variously estimated. The Irish Annalists ransacked their 
legendary history for parallels which might appear in the eyes of the native population 
sufficiently complimentary to their valiant leader against the English. They spoke of 
him as a Conchobar " in prowess and provincial dignity," a comparison which proves how very 
popular he must have been, for Conchobar Mac Nessa, King of Ulster, had been one of the most 
renowned of the Budhrician or Red-Branch princes. They described Shane, moreover, as a second 
Lughaidh Long Hand— the said Lughaidh having been, in his generation, a most valiant and suc- 
cessful leader of the Tuatha De Danaan.* His enemies formed a very different idea of his career, 

d The name of this personage has been given occasionally most brilliant of which our northern province could ever 

as Neale Mac Conner, but on what authority we are not boast. The comparing of O'Neill therefore to Conchobar, 

aware. In 1564, O'Neill's secretary was Eugene O'Hagan. in the matter of duly upholding the provincial dignity of 

A memorandum drawn up at Fedan, in reference to Shane's Ulster, was significant, and implied a high degree of 

last oath to observe the terms of the peace, is preserved in princely state on the part of the former. The fact of his 

the State Paper Office. Many Irish signatures are affixed being spoken of as their Lughaidh, the Long-handed, was 

to this document, and, among them, his secretary signed even more complimentary, as that hero had performed a 

thus: "FermeEugenium o Tiagan secretariumdominilneill." most signal act for the deliverance of their forefathers from 

The Donnillaughs and O'Hagans were Shane's most the galling oppression of the Fomorians. In the very old 

attached and unscrupulous adherents. The O'Hagans pos- historical tract entitled Oldhe Chlairme Tuirinn " The Fate 

sessed a large territory around Tulloghoge, in the parish of of the Sons of Tuirinn," this brave leader figures promi- 

Desertcreight, near Dungannon, and their family had the nently in discharging the duties of his high mission, as the 

honour of furnishing hereditary Irehons at the inaugura- following extract will show : — 

tion of the O'Neills, as kings of Ulster. " This king (Nuadh of the Silver Hand) was thus situated ; 

8 The Court of Conchobar Mac Nessa is frequently the race of the Fomorians imposed a very heavy tribute 

represented in ancient Irish historical pieces as one of the upon the Tuatha de Dtmans in his reign. A tax was levied 
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and spoke of him exactly as they felt. Ho had been a formidable and withal expensive opponent. 
It 1b estimated that his rebellion cost them upwards of £147,000, exclusive of the many taxes 
laid upon the country, during the war against him. No fewer than 3500 regular troops were slain 
in the several encounters with O'Neill and his adherents, besides many natives and Scots who, 
under more favourable circumstances, would have boon ranked among the most useful of the 
Queen's subjects. 

Sir "William Fitzwilliam, when announcing Shane's death to Cecil, stated that the Scots "cut 
and hewed him as is saydo extreamlye." The Deputy goes on to moralise after this fashion: — " This 
rebel's end was on Monday, towards night, the second of June, an end hard enough, but not 
sufficient for his desert. If God's will had so been, I would he might have been taken, to the end 
he might in other sort have received his just desert, and that he might have told, as is said he did 
report he would, so much as should have gained the Queen's Majesty more land than Tyrone was 
worth.'" Thus, the worthy Deputy was clearly of opinion, that Shane's exit could have been much 
bettor brought about had Providence not interfered in the matter until after the council in Dublin 
could have extracted the important information from the rebel chief which he was supposed to have 
possessed, or, failing that, until the authorities could have had the gratification of hanging and 
quartering such an awfully obstinate traitor. As it was, however, Shane contrived to disturb his 
enemies dreadfully during his life, and to disappoint them miserably even in his death ! 

Geobg.1 Hill. 

upon the growing crops, and an unga (ingot) of gold was them, and having out and mangled them, killed eight times 

exacted upon the nose of every one of the Tuatha De nine men of their number, but suffered the remaining nine 

Danans each year from Uisneach to Tara eastward. This to put themselves under the protection of the King of 

tax was to be paid every year ; and whosoever was found Ireland. ' I would kill you,' said Lughaidh, ' were it not 

unable to pay it, his iwse was severed from Ms face. On a that I prefer that you should carry the tidings to the 

certain day, the chief king of Ireland held a meeting on the foreigners, rather than send my own messengers, lest they 

hill of Balar, which is now called Uisneach of Meath. might be dishonoured.' The nine men then marched for- 

They had not been long assembled there when they disco- ward to Eas Dara, where they embarked and sailed to the 

vered a well-appointed host of people approaching them race of the Fomorians in Lochlan, to whom they related 

along the plain from the east, and a young man whose the whole matter from the beginning to the end. * Can any 

countenance shone like the rising sun, marched at the person among you tell who that individual is,' said Balar. 

head of the dense crowd of men. It was impossible to 1 1 can tell,' replied Ceithlinn ; ' he is a son of your and my 

look at him in the face, he was so lovely, and he was no daughter ; and it has been foretold to me that, whenever he 

other than Lughaidh Lamhfhada, " long-handed," the shall come into Ireland, we shall possess no more power in 

sword-exerciser. They had remained but a short time Ireland from that day out forever.' Thus it appears that 

there, when they saw an ugly ill-shaped party of people, Lughaidh Lond-hand was a Fomorian or Northman by the 

namely nine times nine men, who were the stewards of the mother's side, although he delivered the Tuatha DeDanaans 

Fomorians, coming to receive the rents and taxes of the from their yoke." — See Transactions of the Ossianic Society, 

people of Ireland. And Lughaidh arose, and having un- vol. ii., pp. 24, 25. 

sheathed the Feargearthach, the sword of Mananan, attacked ' Hamilton's Calendar, pp. 32 and 33, of Preface. 



